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PREAMBLE

address the evolving challenges and  

opportunities within the Blue Economy

sectors, and to provide a structured

platform for advancing professionalism,

ethical standards, and innovation in the

sustainable management of Africa’s

marine and freshwater resources.

We, the founding members of the Blue

Economy Professionals, in recognition of

the growing importance of the Blue

Economy as a driver of sustainable

development, economic growth, and

environmental conservation hereby

announce our presence. 

The establishment of the Blue Economy
Professionals arises from the urgent

need to 
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Our mission is anchored on the belief that the oceans, seas,
rivers, and lakes are critical to the socio-economic
development of all continents. However, to fully realize the
potential of the Blue Economy, there is a pressing need for a
professional body that brings together experts, practitioners,
policymakers, and stakeholders to:

Address Emerging Challenges: Climate

change, environmental degradation, and

unsustainable practices that are threatening

the health of marine ecosystems and the

livelihoods of millions who depend on them.

Our professional body will develop and

promote best practices, advocate for policies

that support sustainable resource

management, and foster leadership in

addressing these challenges.

Support Trade Integration: As nations move

toward greater economic integration, the

Blue Economy offers a critical avenue for

enhancing inter-continental trade and

collaboration. By facilitating cooperation

between coastal and landlocked nations,

promoting efficient maritime and inland

transport, and fostering regional

partnerships, we aim to strengthen member

country’s position in the global economy.

Foster Innovation and Sustainable
Development: The Blue Economy is not

static; it is constantly evolving with

technological advances, scientific discoveries,

and new opportunities in sectors such as

marine biotechnology, renewable ocean 

Promote Excellence and Professionalism:

The rapid growth of the Blue Economy

sectors, such as fisheries, aquaculture,

shipping, and marine tourism, requires highly

skilled and trained professionals to lead and

manage these industries sustainably. The

Blue Economy Professionals will serve as a

certification and accreditation body, ensuring

that individuals and organizations maintain

the highest levels of competence and ethics.

Our Mission
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energy, and seabed mining. Our organization

will promote innovation and sustainable

development across all sectors of the Blue

Economy, ensuring that these advancements

are both economically viable and

environmentally responsible.

Informed by these objectives, the Blue Economy Professionals will act
as a leading voice, ensuring that the Blue Economy contributes to
Africa’s sustainable development goals and enhances economic
opportunities while protecting marine and freshwater ecosystems.



Marine biotechnology offers new

opportunities in pharmaceuticals, cosmetics,

and industrial applications. Our members will

support research and innovation in this field

while ensuring that the use of marine

resources is ethical and sustainable.

These sectors form the backbone of many

coastal economies, providing food security

and employment. As a professional body, we

aim to foster sustainable practices that

protect marine biodiversity and ensure the

longevity of these industries.

Fisheries and Aquaculture

EMERGING AND
TRADITIONAL SECTORS
OF THE BLUE ECONOMY

Maritime Transport, Shipping, and
Trade Facilitation

With over 80% of world trade carried by sea,

the development of efficient and sustainable

maritime transport systems is critical. We

advocate for improved port infrastructure,

green shipping technologies, and the

development of maritime corridors that

strengthen Continental integration into

global and regional trade networks.

Coastal and Marine Tourism

Marine tourism is a growing industry that

supports local economies, but it must be

managed responsibly. Our body will promote

eco-tourism models that protect the natural

environment while enhancing economic

benefits for coastal communities.

Marine Biotechnology

Ocean Energy

Ocean-based renewable energy, including

offshore wind, tidal, and wave energy, can

contribute to world clean energy transition.

We will champion the development of

sustainable ocean energy projects to help

meet continent’s energy needs while

protecting marine ecosystems.

Seabed Mining and Marine Resource
Extraction

Seabed mining presents new economic

opportunities but must be undertaken with

strict environmental safeguards. Our

professional body will work to establish

guidelines and standards that minimize

ecological impact while promoting

responsible resource extraction.
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space—conservation, development, and

trade. We will support comprehensive marine

spatial planning that ensures sustainable use

of marine resources and equitable access for

all stakeholders.

Marine Conservation and Coastal
Ecosystem Protection

The protection of critical ecosystems, such as

coral reefs, mangroves, and seagrass beds, is

essential for biodiversity conservation and

climate change resilience. Our body will

promote initiatives aimed at expanding

marine protected areas and restoring

degraded coastal habitats.

Climate Change Resilience and
Adaptation

Rising sea levels, ocean acidification, and

changing weather patterns pose significant

risks to African coastal communities. We will

support efforts to develop climate adaptation

strategies that protect livelihoods and marine

environments.

Inland Waterway Development

Inland rivers and lakes provide crucial trade

routes for many countries. By promoting

sustainable development and trade along

these inland waterways, we aim to boost

Inter-Continental Trade and connectivity.

Marine Spatial Planning and Ocean
Governance

Effective governance is critical to balancing

the various interests in ocean 



The creation of this professional body responds to a profound

need for coordinated efforts in developing and regulating the

Blue Economy sector globally. Some of the key reasons for its

establishment include:

The Need for Professional Standards:

There is a growing demand for specialized

skills and qualifications within the Blue

Economy sectors, and this body will provide

the necessary framework for professional

certification, training, and continuous

development.

Responding to Environmental
Challenges:

Environmental degradation, overfishing, and

pollution threaten the sustainability of the

Blue Economy. This professional body will

lead efforts to ensure that industry practices

align with global environmental standards,

safeguarding the resources on which millions   

depend on.

Enhancing Regional and Continental
Trade:

By streamlining maritime logistics and

improving the efficiency of trade routes, the

Blue Economy can play a vital role in the

success of trade. The Blue Economy
Professionals will promote the policies,

infrastructure, and skills necessary to

enhance global trade and integration.

RATIONALE FOR
ESTABLISHING THE BLUE
ECONOMY
PROFESSIONALS

Supporting Innovation and
Technology:

From marine biotechnology to ocean energy,

the Blue Economy is increasingly driven by

innovation. Our body will serve as a platform

for knowledge exchange, research

collaboration, and technological

advancements.

0 7
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Championing Ethical Leadership:

The future of the Blue Economy requires

leaders who are committed to ethical

conduct, sustainable development, and social

equity. The Blue Economy Professionals will

cultivate the next generation of leaders,

ensuring that the sector grows responsibly

and inclusively.



OUR VISION 

We are committed to:
Promoting sustainable economic development while ensuring environmental

conservation.

Facilitating professional development and capacity-building across all sectors of the Blue

Economy.

Supporting regional integration and global trade by enhancing maritime and inland

waterway transport systems.

Advancing scientific research and technological innovations that contribute to the

sustainable use of marine resources.

Upholding ethical standards and ensuring accountability within the Blue Economy sector.

The Blue Economy Professionals aim to be the leading

advocate and standard-bearer for sustainable, innovative,

and inclusive growth within the Blue Economy. Our mission

is to set the highest standards of professionalism, promote

continuous learning, and foster leadership in the Blue

Economy sectors worldwide.
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DECLARATIONS
In recognition of the strategic importance of the Blue Economy for world’s future, and the

critical role it plays in economic integration, environmental sustainability, and trade, we, the

founding members of the Blue Economy Professionals, commit ourselves to advancing

professionalism, ethical leadership, and sustainable development across all Blue Economy

sectors.



Invitation to Join the Blue
Economy Professionals

In a world where sustainability, innovation, and inclusive growth are paramount, the
Blue Economy offers unparalleled opportunities to transform world’s future. Our
oceans, seas, rivers, and lakes are not only abundant with natural resources but are
also central to addressing some of the most pressing global challenges—from climate
change resilience and food security to renewable energy and economic integration.
As a professional in this domain, you have a critical role to play in shaping the future
of the Blue Economy. We invite you to become part of the Blue Economy
Professionals, a dynamic network dedicated to leading, innovating, and advocating
for sustainable practices across world’s Blue Economy sectors. Whether you
specialize in maritime transport, fisheries, aquaculture, coastal tourism, marine
biotechnology, trade or ocean energy, your expertise is crucial to our mission.

Why Join the Blue
Economy Professionals?
By becoming a member of the Blue Economy Professionals, you will be part of an exclusive

community that is dedicated to fostering collaboration, leadership, and sustainable

development across all sectors of the Blue Economy. Here’s why this opportunity stands

out:

Professional Development and
Certification

01

Our organization provides a platform for continuous learning, professional certification, and

capacity-building. As a member, you will gain access to cutting-edge resources, industry

insights, and opportunities for skill enhancement that are essential for staying at the

forefront of this rapidly evolving sector.

A Platform for Networking and
Collaboration

02

Engage with experts, practitioners, policymakers, and innovators from across the globe and

beyond. As part of our community, you will be able to collaborate on key projects,

participate in high-level discussions, and shape the future of policies that impact the Blue

Economy.

1 0



Driving Innovation and
Sustainability
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We are committed to promoting solutions that balance economic growth with

environmental stewardship. As a member, you will be able to contribute to, and benefit

from, innovative approaches in marine biotechnology, ocean energy, green shipping

technologies, sustainable fisheries, and more, positioning yourself as a thought leader in

sustainable development.

Influencing Policy and
Governance
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The Blue Economy Professionals are not just practitioners; we are advocates for change.

Our collective expertise will shape policies that govern the sustainable use of marine and

freshwater resources globally. By joining us, you will have the opportunity to engage with

government bodies, influence regulations, and ensure that our oceans are managed

responsibly for future generations.

Access to Exclusive Events and
Opportunities
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As a member, you will be invited to attend conferences, workshops, and seminars focused

on the latest trends and innovations within the Blue Economy. These events will not only

deepen your knowledge but also offer opportunities for professional growth, networking,

and showcasing your expertise on a global stage.

Enhancing Inter-Continental
Trade and Integration

06

With world's growing focus on regional integration, the Blue Economy plays a pivotal role in

facilitating trade, enhancing connectivity, and fostering collaboration between coastal and

landlocked nations. By joining our professional body, you will be contributing to the

realization of these continental goals, positioning our country as a leader in sustainable

maritime and inland waterway trade.

1 1



Flexible Financial
Commitment
We understand that financial obligations can be a barrier for many
professionals looking to join a professional body. That’s why we have
developed a flexible and affordable membership structure designed to
accommodate professionals at different stages of their careers, ensuring
that no one is left behind.

Standard Membership

This is our core membership option, ideal for

mid-career professionals and senior

practitioners in the Blue Economy sectors. It

provides access to all professional

development resources, events, and

certification programs.

Flexible Payment Plans: We offer

installment options to make it easier for

you to manage your membership fees

without financial strain.

Young Professionals and Students

We are committed to supporting the next

generation of leaders in the Blue Economy.

To encourage emerging professionals and

students to join, we offer discounted

membership rates and scholarships for

professional development programs.

Scholarship Opportunities: Eligible

students and young professionals can

apply for grants and scholarships to

support their participation in events,

training, and certification programs.

Corporate and Organizational
Membership

For businesses, non-governmental

organizations, and government agencies, we

offer a corporate membership package that

enables your entire team to benefit from our

professional resources.

Benefits: Discounts for group

memberships, access to exclusive

consultancy services, and tailored

professional development programs for

your staff.

 

1 2



Our Commitment to
You
As a member of the Blue Economy Professionals, you are not
just joining a professional body—you are joining a movement
that is committed to shaping world’s sustainable future.
Together, we will work to:

Join Us Today
The future of world’s Blue Economy is bright, and your role in it is vital. We invite you to join the
Blue Economy Professionals and be part of a community that is dedicated to making a lasting

impact.

To get started, simply send us a message at info@blueeconomyprofessionals.org or call (+233)

30 395 6081 / (+233) 30 396 2912 and WhatsApp us on (+233) 50 800 2277 for more information

on how to become a member. We are excited to have you on board and look forward to

working with you to shape a sustainable and prosperous future for world’s Blue Economy.

1 3
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WRITE TO US

info@blueeconomyprofessionals.org

www.blueeconomyprofessionals.org

Become a leader in
world’s Blue
Economy. Join us
today and shape the
future of sustainable
development,
innovation, and
trade.

Call to Action:


